
Trouveres 2022-2023
Mrs. Marilyn Morgan

Cell Phone: 801-885-0892

Email: marilyn.morgan@nebo.edu

Welcome to Trouveres!  I hope you’re looking forward to this year as much as I am.  We are going to have a busy schedule with learning new music and performing, especially during the winter season.  I trust that you’re already planning on spending a lot of time with your fellow Trouveres.  You each have a great talent for singing – that’s why you’re in this choir – but don’t expect me to treat you different from any other student in any other choir.  By virtue of the fact you are a Trouveres, you will be held to a higher standard of conduct, as you are expected to be a good example to the other choir students.  As a Trouvere, you’ll expand the musical skills and knowledge you’ve already acquired and grow as a performer along the way.  Now here’s what you need to know about our class…

What to bring to class:

A pencil:

Keep one in your folder - make sure it’s 
with you everyday.  
Music and folders:  

You will be responsible for your own folder in this class - I fully expect you to take your music home and work out problem spots on your own. You must bring your music to class every day.  
A water bottle:  

Please bring a water bottle to class.  Water is essential to good vocal health. Don’t rely on the drinking fountain.  Students constantly getting up for a drink can be very distracting.  
A good attitude:
In Trouveres it is imperative that we leave our stresses, problems, and egos at the door.  This class should be a release for you - a place where you can be with friends, focus your entire attention on the music, and get lost in the beautiful sounds we create.  We all have our hard days, but I can tell you from experience that if you let it, music will lift your spirit faster than just about anything else. Cell phones must be kept out of sight unless permission to get them out is given by the teacher. 
Things to plan on:

The Trouveres often have more invitations to sing at Christmas time than they can handle. I do my best to schedule your performances in a way that juggles between evening and school day performances, but you must plan ahead if you want to stay on top of your other school work.  
Attendance policy:

Refer to the attendance section below( 
Concert attire and eligibility to perform:
In order to perform, you must purchase and wear the proper concert attire and meet the minimum academic requirements.

Concert attire:  

· The men’s uniform is a black suit.  You will pay $115 for your suit and tie to the school finance office. 
· The women’s uniform is the same as last year.  A black dress with jewelry that costs approximately $115.
· Hair styled away from your face if it’s long.
· All new Trouveres will purchase a Trouvere jacket for $93 and a polo for $26.  
· Retreat: We have our retreat on August 9th & 10th.  The cost is $140 for students.
Eligibility:

· You are always eligible (and expected) to perform in all school concerts unless I personally tell you otherwise.

· When our choir performs at a time or venue that requires you to miss any class for any amount of time, at the time of that performance, you must meet the academic and attendance eligibility requirements set forth by school policy.  This includes tour!!!
Grading Policy: 
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Concerts, Assignments, Quizzes, and Tests:

50% of your total grade

Concerts:

· Full credit if you are on time to the call, on stage for each of your songs, and properly attired.  

· Loss of 10 points if you arrive late and a loss of 30 points if you miss your choir’s songs. 

· No credit if you are not in the correct uniform (in which case you will not be allowed to perform).

· No credit if you do not come.

· Excused absences must be granted by Mrs. Morgan at least 4 weeks in advance.  Failure to notify me 4 weeks ahead of time will result in an unexcused absence.  Please be advised that I do not grant excused absences from concerts liberally, and work is RARELY an accepted excuse - you will always have plenty of time to notify your employer of the dates you need off.  I understand emergencies (car accidents, illnesses, etc.) happen - if such a situation arises, be sure to talk to me rather than taking an automatic F for the concert.

· Please be aware that concerts will constitute a good portion of your grade.  Missing even one concert could potentially lower your grade by a full letter or more.  The concert make-up assignment for excused concert absences can be found at the end of this document.  The assignment will only be worth 80% of the concert value. 
Assignments:

· Throughout the school year, you will be asked to do some assignments intended to help you grow as a performer, increase your musical literacy, apply what you’ve learned in class to what you hear other performers doing, et cetera.  

· Assignments will also include occasional rehearsals outside of class as well as special performances like Christmas performances and times we are asked to sing the National Anthem.  
Quizzes and Tests:

· You can expect anything I teach you to be material that may appear on a quiz or a test.  Pay attention in class, conscientiously do the assignments, come in and ask me questions if you don’t understand anything we cover in class, and you’ll be ready.

· Quizzes and tests may take any of the following forms: written, sung, or presented.
· Music we sing in our concerts will be memorized.  Memorization tests will be given sometime before the concert.  
Attendance: 






30% of your total grade  

· You start with 200 points in this category. Your grade will drop 5 points for every tardy incurred and 10 points for every absence that occurs. 
· I only have four options when I mark your attendance. They are as follows:

Present (.) - you are here on time, or you have a late note from a teacher or the office

Unexcused Absence (U) - you don’t come

Unexcused Tardy (T) - you arrive late by 10 minutes or less

Unexcused Late Tardy (L) - you arrive more than 10 minutes late

· Excused absences (E), parent excused tardies (P), sluffs (S), activity excused absences (A), and detention make-ups (N) are only input by the attendance secretary.  If any of these apply to you, your parent/guardian must contact the attendance office to get your attendance marked correctly.

· You can make up missed points for attendance issues by practicing our choir music at home, attending an approved choral concert, performing vocally in a public setting, taking a private voice lesson, or performing a solo in class.  If you choose to practice to make up for missed points, you must practice for 60 minutes to make up for an unexcused absence, or 30 minutes to make up for an unexcused tardy.  Once you have practiced for the right amount of time, your parent or guardian must call or email me to tell me that you have done so.

Class Rules:






20% of your total grade

· You start with 100 points in this category.  Points are lost by disobeying class rules.  For example, if I find you chewing gum, ten points are deducted from your score. Refusing to participate, excessive talking, or negative behaviors can result in points being deducted from your grade.  If you lose points in this category, you can recoup up to ten points by doing any of the posted extra credit assignments.  If you lose more than 10 points, there is no way for you to ever have full credit in this portion of your grade.  BE RESPECTFUL! 
· Be positive!  As a leader in the choir program, having a positive attitude is essential to the success of all the choirs.  Believe it or not, many people will form their opinions based off of what they hear you (a Trouvere) say.  Here’s to a great year!

Concert Make-Up Assignment

· Attend a classical CHORAL concert or performance outside of Payson High School.  The event must be on the high school level or above.  Write a 2- page, double-spaced descriptive paper about your observances.  Did you like what you heard and saw?  If so, why?  If not, why?
· You must also research at least 3 of the composers listed on the program of your chosen event.  For each composer, write a 1-page, single-spaced essay about the life and musical work of the composer.  Include biographical information about him or her.  However, biographical information must not account for any more than half of the paper.  In your paper, you must discuss the composer’s cultural background and it’s influence on his or her compositional methods.  
· Plagiarism is not tolerated.  You are to complete your own research and compile your own thoughts and ideas.  Then, effectively and even artistically, demonstrate your knowledge through writing.  

· You must include the program for the concert you attend. 

· You must include a reference page, clearly identifying the resources that you used when researching the 3 composers on the program of the concert.  This is to be stapled to the back of the written essay.  
Student Name_______________________________________ Class Period_____________________

· I have read and discussed the information on the choir course disclosure document with my student.  We understand what is expected of my student as a member of this choir as well as how my student will earn their grade.  

· We have kept a copy of the course disclosure document that we can refer to in case a question arises. We also know that we can contact Mrs. Morgan by phone or email anytime we have questions or concerns.

· We agree to pay any fees associated with the class and required concert attire.  We understand that if this is too great a financial burden that we can talk to Mrs. Morgan about the situation and figure out a solution together.

· In addition, I hereby give my permission for my student to ride a school bus or chartered bus to and from any choir-related activities during this academic school year.  I further understand that if my student needs to be driven to the event, I must notify Mrs. Morgan in an email or written paper prior to the event.

______________________________________

__________________________________

Student signature






Date
______________________________________

__________________________________

Parent or guardian signature





Date

Parent or guardian email​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________


